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They smiled at each other, still holding hands.
The moonlight shone on the two serene figures with the snow-white
hair.
"Prince Saionji, where are we going, do you think? Everything
seems so confused to me these days. In view of our undeclared war in
Manchuria and Shanghai, and all the signs of national disintegration,
the quarrels between the civilian authorities and the military leaders
and between the organized political parties and the reactionary groups
are most distressing—"
'Tea-master' Koizumi was with Prince Saionji at the latter's Okitsu
home.
Saionji said slowly: "Huh, it is hard to imagine what the future will
bring. As you say, our defiant attitude towards all international agree-
ments regarding the present conflict is dangerous, and the lack of co-
operation between the Cabinet and the Army General Staff, which
both have denied, is a grave matter. Moreover, the paralyzed state of
the Seiyukai and Minseito Parties is pitiful. Not only that but the dis-
content and poverty of the great majority cannot be ignored. For
years the Cabinet Ministers offered me various excuses whenever I
questioned them. What do you think are the chief causes for the pres-
ent unrest?"
"Prince Saionji, the real causes and their effects can only be deter-
mined by future historians, but we can roughly trace a few major de-
velopments, though they seem to be all interrelated."
The 'tea-master* lightly wiped his high-cheekboned face.
"Huh, that's an interesting approach."
He resumed: "Can't we say that one cause for unrest is the reaction
against everything that has preceded here and perhaps in the world—
in the last ten or fifteen years, and the other is the chasm between rich
and poor?"
"Huh-"
"The internationalism or cosmopolitanism that carried us for some
years led us into naval and military retrenchment, for instance. The
Washington Naval Limitation Treaty, the Nine Power Treaty pro-
tecting Chinese territorial integrity, the Kellogg-Briand Non-interven-
tion Pact, the London Naval Treaty and the reduction in the Imperial
Army had their opponents. In spite of that the measures were carriecL
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